Introduction
"Nobody in their right mind should be eager to be a pastor of women".' This quotation is taken from the Copulata pro confessore sororum, a short treatise that was written in support of the spiritual leaders of communities of rcligious women. Its author was a prominent adherent of Devotion Moderna: Dirc of Herxen (1381- 
Johannes
Brinckerinck was the subject of at least seven biographies, all written at least twenty years after his dcath." Furthermore, he appears in a supporting role in the lives of several women who were described in the sisterbooks of Diepenveen and Deventer Lives of exemplary brothers and sisters were an important genre in Devotion
